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Rivers. It would be a question of preventing the
savages from going there; and, instead of 8 or goo
Martens that are generally obtained at that place,
there would be many more. They are attracted
thither by The brandy that they get in trade, and that
is given them to take into the interior. Thatisa
road which we have not hitherto been able to close.

The Agent of Chekoutimi sends thither a trader,
whom he furnishes with merchandise, also two
frenchmen and some savages of his post. At the end
of july, all these men have returned. The savages
are worthless, and one cannot place too little confi-
dence in them; the journeys to three rivers have
completely spoiled Them, and it would be a desirable
achievement and a great profit for the post of
Chekoutimi if they could be retained at home, and if
the people of three Rivers could be prevented from
sending savages or frenchmen into the woods with
liquor to trade with them. Desgroseilliers pursued
this plan during the space of many years—and
successfully, whatever Monsieur Cugnet may say of it.
The question now is, to find a man who can make the
voyage every year in the capacity of a trader, either
wintering at Chekoutimi, or repairing thither early in
the spring; and I think that he will always be there
in time, if he will leave Quebec at the end of april.

4th. The Mistassins are the best people in the
world. They winter about 200 leagues from chekou-
timi, toward hudson’s bay, where some of them go
to trade. Some bring their Peltries to the Post
themselves, and a trader is sent to their country to
receive those of the others and supply their needs.
During the last three years, it is an Engagé of
Tadoussac who makes the voyage; it is as fatiguing



